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SACRAMENTO UPDATE

County-Opposed Ordinance Adopted by Los Angeles City Council

On May 16, 2008, the Los Angeles City Council adopted a City ordinance, by a vote of
12 to 0, which will impose a misdemeanor and financial penalty on hospitals for
improper discharges of homeless patients. Prior to adoption, the ordinance was
amended to reduce the potential fine from $25,000 to $1,000. The County and the
Hospital Association of Southern California (HASC) are concerned that the ordinance
could jeopardize Federal funding received by hospitals. The motion to adopt the
ordinance as amended included a recommendation to request the City Attorney to write
to the appropriate Federal agencies to seek clarification with respect to
Medicare/Medicaid payments to hospitals. Department of Health Services staff will
continue to work with the City to ensure that the County has all safeguards in place to
meet the intent of this ordinance. The ordinance now proceeds to Mayor Antonio
Villaraigosa for final approval. Consistent with the County's opposition, Chair Yvonne
Burke, on behalf of the County, sent a letter to Mayor Villaraigosa urging his veto of the
ordinance. Also, at HASC’s request, County hospitals will send letters seeking the
Mayor’s veto.

“To Enrich Lives Through Effective And Caring Service”
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Status of County-Sponsored Legislation

County-sponsored AB 2058 (Levine, Brownley and Davis), related to plastic
carryout bags, passed the Assembly Appropriations Committee with an amendment on
May 22, 2008, by a vote of 12 to 5, and now proceeds to the Assembly Floor. The bill
was amended to provide funding for California Integrated Waste Management Board
administrative oversight.

Master Bill List

A roster containing the status of all bills with a County advocacy position is attached.

We will continue to keep you advised.

WTF:GK:MAL
DD:IGA:hg

Attachment

o All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist
Local 721
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
City Managers Associations
Buddy Program Participants
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